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It is a fact that since the 1954 Supreme Court integration decision there has 
not been a single systematic study of the effects of integration on white and minority
group children. The one study that provides some semblance of being systematic was 
conducted in the Louisville, Kentucky school system. This study, unfortunately, was 
badly confounded by th.e non-uniform policy adopted by the school administration ·regard
ing pupil transfers. The other "evidence" is either impressionistic or based on several 
steps of inference. Since school integration is a central part of the domestic issue 
of our time, it is important that an all-out careful study of the process· and its effects 
be carried out. Riverside, because of the way in which integration will be implemented,. 
presents an ide a 1 setting in which to study the process. 

Not only will the general purpose of studying integration be served by the pro
posed research.but the research will provide the foundation for future policy decisions 
by the Riverside school administration regarding the uncertainties and imponderables of 
what lies ahead. We fully expect that there will be a great deal of variability in the 
degree to which the program will be successful, however we define success. The study we 
propose will enab 1 e us to ask and hopefully to answer in very specific terms why, in the 
case of a particular classroom, or a particular group of children, the program was or was 
not a success. 

Three general sets of factors seem to us to be important: those associated 
with the family situation of the child, those associated with the child himself, and 
those associated with the classroom situation. Our study involves determining the status 
of a large number of factors in these three general areas that might conceivably affect 
the welfare of any given white or minority-group child in an integrated situat.ion. This 
determination would involve collecting data through administering questionnaires and 
interviews to parents, children, and teachers and by taking various performance measures 
on each child to supplement those that already exist in the files of the central school 
administration. In collecting these data we intend to stay within the bounds of generally 
accepted rules of not violating the privacy of our respondents. 

Our general program involves taking measures this spring on the children to be 
integrated in September and on a random sample of children in the receiving schools. 
These measures will involve such things as the amount of interaction the child has with 
his classmates and his academic performance in his present classroom as well as his 
general attitude toward success and failure. During the summer we expect to be inter
viewing parents concerning such things as their as pi rations for their chi 1 d and the 
part they; are playing in attempting to see that he realizes those aspirations. During 
the e·arly fall we hope to interview teachers and determine any changes in the child's 
statuSJ 1that might mediate changes in achievement level. 

After this initial, intensive phase of data collection we intend to take per
iodic measures of attitudes and achievement over the next four or five years and attempt 
to relate any changes to the aforementioned sets of factors. 
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At present we have an initial grant of $15,000 from the Rockefeller Foundation 
and are about to submit a proposal to the U.S. Office of Education for a relatively large 
grant to provide long term support for the project. The U.S. Office of Education has 
already expressed strong interest in supporting such a project in Riverside. 


